Decarbonisation Programme gE&is
Scope1&2 DOID

Outlining the University’s approach to meeting the target
of net-zero carbon emissions by 2035.

Energy efficiency
Support departments in pursuing energy efficiency through
improvements to buildings and behaviour change

Decarbonisation of heat across the University estate
Reduce Scope 1 and 2 emissions by at least 90% by 2035

D

Zero Carbon electricity
Develop a zero-carbon electricity supply that prioritises renewable and
locally generated energy.

Sustainable buildings
The University of Oxford has adopted the Passivhaus standard for new
projects and major refurbishments.

Offsetting
[X Balance unavoidable residual emissions using robust, evidence-based

carbon offsetting aligned with best practice.

The programme is part of the Energy workstream within the Environmental
Sustainability Strategy and is managed by the Environmental Sustainability and Capital
Projects teams within Estates Services. A Programme Board oversees the projects and

reports to the Environmental Sustainability Sub-Committee (ESSC).
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ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY at

OXFORD

The University will account for its Scope 1,2and 3
emissions, reduce Scope 1and 2 by at least 90% and then seek 10
balance residual emissions through robust offsetting by 2035. Scope 3
best practice is evolving, and the University will set category level targets 1o
align with this and 1o enable it 10 reach net zero. These will prioritise high impact
categories where the University has the greatest control and influence
1o bring about meaningful change

This updated commitment aligns with best practice by expanding the University's
emissions reporting boundary 1o include all entities under its operational control and
all Scope 3 categories. It also aligns the definition of net zero with current consensus

on what constitutes a science-based pathway.

Biodiversity will be demonstrably enhanced as a result of the University's activities. The University
will account for its estate and supply chain biodiversity impacts and set nature positive targets
10 address these. This includes increasing biodiversity at priority sites and a target for 20%
Biodiversity Net Gain on new developments. Supply chain targets will be defined in line
with emerging guidance. Where impaclts cannot be avoided or reduced, biodiversity
offsetting will be explored 10 compensate.

The statutory definition now attached to Biodiversity Net Gain means that the
term no longer reflects the broader commitment to nature and bicdiversity
intended by the University’s 2035 target. Nature Positive is a global goal
and the University acknowledges that no individual organisation
can claim to be Nature Positive in isolation. The University
will ensure it is contributing to this global goal
by making ambitious progress on ns
Nature Positive journey.
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Snapshot of Oxford University Estates

ENVIRONMENTAL

decarbonisation OXFORD

STRAND 1 STRAND 2

Old Road Campus

12 buildings
27% of emissions

Establish either a 4G
or 5G heat network
Heat on expected 2031

Castle Mill
18 buildings
3% of emissions

Replace gas boilers with
air source heat pumps

Heat on expected 2028

l

[ STRAND 3 IS

Science Area

37 buildings
40% of emissions
Heat on expected 2033
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STRAND 4 l O

Individual Building Solutions
79 buildings

13% of emissions

Heat on expected 2035
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STRAND 5 I

District Heat Network
49 buildings
16% of emissions

Heat on expected 2035
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